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B R i n g  a T u r k e y to  w o r k  d ay

Teaming with the Sandia Office Professionals’ Quality 
Council (OPQC), Community Involvement (3652) col-
lected frozen turkeys on November 18 and 19 at three 
strategic locations around Tech Area One, and a fourth 
turkey collection point, new for 2008, at the IPOC Build-
ing in the Sandia Science and Technology Park. 

All the turkeys were contributed to Albuquerque’s Road-
runner Food Bank’s Holiday Food Drive, which runs 
from October through December.  The Sandia turkeys, 
along with other donations from local organizations and 
food drives, become part of one of the holiday food pack-
ages that contain all the necessary “fixin’s” to make a 
typical Thanksgiving or Christmas dinner.

For the first time, Bring a Turkey to Work Day was a two- 
day event.  Also, on both days, Sandia participated in a 
turkey competition with the Department of Energy/ Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administration.  It was a race to 
see who would donate the most turkeys. Final results were 

SNL, 378, and DOE/NNSA, 345 turkeys.  The grand total 
amounted to 723 turkeys for the Food Bank and our com-
munity.

S h o e s  f o r  K i d s

Over the last half-century, Sandians have donated more 
than 11,525 pairs of shoes to Albuquerque children.  It all 
started in late 1957 as part of a lab-wide trend to use the 
money spent in past years exchanging Christmas cards 
and instead donating it to various local charities and 
needy families.  In December 1957, two Sandia depart-
ment managers decided to buy shoes for kids with the 
money donated by their departments.

From a two department effort, Shoes for Kids grew quick-
ly to a multi-department, center, and then a division level 
effort.  Since 1995, it has been an official corporate spon-
sored project and has been described by Sandia President 
Thomas O. Hunter as Sandia’s flagship giving program.

Over 500 students from 21 Albuquerque elementary 
schools receive a new pair of shoes every year.  All the 
shoes are pruchased from the over $16,000 donated by 
generous Sandians. While Sandians donated the cash, the 
Sandia Laboratory Federal Credit Union collected it in 
a special account and also helped advertise the popular 
event. 

For 2008 the Shoe Department was the new source for 
all the children’s shoes.  The kind management at this 

C O M M U N I T Y I N V O LV E M E N T

Employees donated 378 turkeys to Roadrunner Food Bank



store agreed to give us 15 percent off all regular-priced shoes 
and 10 percent off all sale-priced shoes.  Another very impor-
tant Shoes for Kids team member is the APS Student Trans-
portation Services.  They bussed the students without charge 
from their elementary schools to the store located near San 
Mateo and I-40.

The Human Resources Center 3500 Assistants, another team 
member, held its annual Our Hearts Warm Kids Feet in De-
cember in conjunction with Shoes for Kids.  Last year Sand-
ians donated over 700 pairs of socks to the drive to go along 
with all the new shoes. 

R o a d r u n n e r  f o o d  b a n k  d r i v e

During November and December, Sandians donated over 71,000 
pounds of food to the Roadrunner Food Bank along with the 
378 frozen turkeys donated in November for the annual Take 
a Turkey to Work Day.  This food was part of the 16 million 
pounds collected by the Food Bank last year that helped feed 
over 240,000 New Mexicans.  At Sandia, the Food Drive, a 10 
year plus tradition, is sponsored by the Office Professional Qual-
ity Council and the Sandia Serves Volunteer Program.

In 2008, the Roadrunner Food Bank’s web site (http://www.
rrfb.org/vfd.htm) included a special Sandia National Labo-
ratories page.  This page highlighted the very convenient 
2008 Holidays Virtual Food Drive that ran from October 13 
to November 21, 2008.  Ten food items, valued from $25 
(four cases of macaroni & cheese) to $200 (for 22 cases of 
chicken noodle soup) were listed on the site.  By just using a 
credit card, Sandian’s and others could easily donate food to 
the Virtual Food Drive without having to actually go grocery 
shopping. This is a very convenient and easy process which 
has made giving something anyone can do.

In addition to the opportunity of making a virtual food dona-
tion in 2008, you could make a cash donation to the Roadrun-
ner account at Sandia Laboratories Federal Credit Union.  All 
donations are extremely appreciated.  If you would like more 
information on how you can help the Roadrunner Food Bank, 
contact Patty Zamora at Sandia Lab’s Community Involve-
ment Office, 844-2146.

H o l i d ay G i f t Dr  i v e

During last year’s Holiday Gift Drive, Sandian’s donated 435 
gifts.  This year, as in the past, to help Sandian’s select an age/
gender appropriate gift, they could select a recipient from a long 
list of deserving children. 

All 435 wishes from New Mexico’s foster children were ful-
filled and distributed by the NM Children, Youth, and Families 
Department.

M a k e  a D i f f e r e n c e  D ay

Make a Difference Day is a national day of helping others, a cel-
ebration of neighbors helping neighbors. Created 18 years ago 
by USA Weekend Magazine, this day takes place annually on 
the fourth Saturday of October.  On that day, people of all ages 
and varied groups participate in the nation’s largest single day of 
volunteering.  Some of the groups represented in the past were 
the American Association of Retired Persons, Boy & Girl Scouts 
of America, Veterans of Foreign Wars, U.S. Air Force, Army, 
and the Navy.

Here is the story of one volunteer in his own words:  “Dur-
ing this year’s Make a Difference Day, some 200 Sandians, 
contractors, family, and friends volunteered with over three 
million others around the country.  With a half dozen other 
Sandian’s, I joined maybe three times as many parents of 
students of the Montessori Elementary School at the school’s 
new and larger northeast heights location.  After a welcome 

435 wishes come true for New Mexico’s foster children



from the school’s principal and introductions, the large group 
broke up into teams.  Some volunteers worked on inside projects 
and others headed outside responsibilities.  It was a beautiful day 
to install new playground equipment!”

Sandia volunteers were also involved in a dozen Albuquerque 
area Make a Difference Day projects that included preparing food 
boxes for Roadrunner Food Bank, trail building for Piedra Lisa 
Open Space in the foothills, and preparing home made cookies for 
the Community Health Charities of New Mexico’s annual Holiday 
Cookie Walk.  No matter what volunteers did, everyone agrees it 
is a very rewarding experience

Participants of the Cookie Walk buy an empty box that they can 
fill with a dozen cookies from the large assortment.  The Com-
munity Health Charities of New Mexico is comprised of 20 well 
known national health charities that have offices and volunteers 
providing services to New Mexicans, as well as a number of local 
New Mexican health service organizations.

To volunteer, or for additional information on the Sandia Serves 
Volunteer Program, contact Patty Zamora in Community Involve-
ment at 844-2146.

P r o j e c t L i n u s

For a 2008 Make a Difference Day project, 20 members of the San-
dia Project Linus Chapter gathered together on Saturday, October 
25, to sew 40 unique quilts.  All the quilts were donated to the Air 
Force’s Family Support Center on Albuquerque’s Kirtland AFB.

The Sandia Chapter of Project Linus is only one of four New 
Mexico chapters.  Hundreds of chapters are located in all 50 
states, in Canada, and in Great Britain.  The thousands of Project 
Linus members sew beautiful handmade blankets and quilts that 
are given to newborns and to children who are seriously ill, trau-
matized, or otherwise in need of a comforting quilt.

Contact Darline Polonis in Sandia’s Community Involvement De-
partment at 284-8340 for information on how you can join Proj-
ect Linus, make a cash donation or donate always needed fabric, 
thread, or yarn.

L o c k h e e d  M a rt i n  C o rp  o r at e 
C o n tr  i b u t i o n s

Lockheed Martin on behalf of Sandia National Laboratories is 
committed to a program of philanthropy that supports strategic 
business goals and invests in the quality of life in the communi-
ties where our employees live and work.  Lockheed Martin Cor-
poration became our operating contractor in 1993 and has contrib-
uted over $18.5M to our communities in the Middle Rio Grande; 
Carlsbad; Livermore, California; and, since 2007, Las Vegas.

During calendar year 2008, a total of 260 requests were made 
for funding, and 227 (87%) of those requests were funded.  This 
includes the Community Service Awards that reward employee 
volunteerism.

S A N D I A  N A T I O N A L  L A B O R A T O R I E S

Lockheed Martin supports the Eread Program.

C O M M U N I T Y I N V O LV E M E N T

Sandia retirees, employees, and family members construct a green-
house for Make a Difference Day
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J a c k  H o l m e s

In December of 2008, Albuquerque and New Mexico lost one of their biggest community supporters when 
the United Way of Central New Mexico’s President and CEO, Jack Holmes, retired.  After 36 years work-
ing for the United Way, the last 11 here in Albuquerque, Jack and his wife Frances will shift their helping 
focus and spend two years doing humanitarian work for their church.

Jack and Sandia National Laboratories, the local United Way’s biggest supporter, had a very close working 
relationship.  With Sandia’s help, he turned the local United Way into one of this country’s most successful 
campaigns. 

One innovation that Jack is very proud of is the Cor-
porate Cornerstones Recognition Program.  Started 
in 1998, the program uses financial support from 
corporations, including Sandia/Lockheed Martin, to 
pay for all of the local United Way’s operating ex-
penses, so that 100 percent of the donations from 
individual donors go to the programs and organiza-
tions of their choice.

We will all miss Jack, and wish him and his wife the 
best in all their future endeavors.

Visit us at http://www.sandia.gov/about/community/index.html or 
call (505) 284-5200 for more information.
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Jack Holmes being recognized for his service by members of 
LLT.


